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1821  Winnie  
 
These Victorian high-raised, side-hall houses suffered a major blow when they were 
twisted and blown from their foundations on Mother’s Day, 2005, by a small tornado. 
Henry Martyn Trueheart, real estate investor, commissioned these houses as mirrored 
twin tenant houses after the 1885 fire. They may be the work of architect Charles Bulger 
who practiced briefly in Galveston during the 1890s, before moving to Dallas in 1904, 
where he developed a specialty designing Baptist churches. Bulger’s architectural legacy 
in Galveston includes exuberant residences that show a special interest in incorporating a 
variety of fish scale shingles in the facades. The detailing of these twin houses includes 
the flared skirt of shingles beneath the second floor windows and picturesque porches.   
  
When the houses fell in 2005, Galveston Historical Foundation used its Revolving Fund 
to purchase 1821 Winnie and installed a new foundation, roof and decking before selling 
it to the current owner in 2006.   
  
The owner began rehabilitation of the property in December, 2006. The front door to the 
house is original although the hardware is not. All of the floors, except the floor in the 
new dining room addition, and most of the woodwork are also original.   
  
The owner completed the kitchen renovation in 2008 and added a side door and French 
doors. Original bead board, uncovered during the remodel, was incorporated into the 
cabinets and island. The pocket doors in the house are original.  
  
The owner completed renovations in March, 2009, being careful to use period doors from 
salvage warehouses and reclaimed wood for floors and cabinets.  
 
Henry Trueheart came to Galveston in 1845, with his father, Princeton-educated lawyer 
John Overton Trueheart, who had been given land grants as payment for his service in the 
Texas Rangers. In 1857 John Trueheart chartered the first realty company in the state. 
Also in 1857, 25 year old Henry became county tax assessor and collector, a position he 
held for ten years.   
  
Henry enlisted in the Confederate Army during the Civil War and participated in the 
Battle of Galveston.   
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He resigned his position as Assistant Provost Marshall of Galveston and returned to 
Virginia in August, 1863, enlisting in the 7th Virginia Cavalry. He fought with J.E.B. 
Stuart until wounded near Orange Courthouse and later served in an independent 
company until the end of the war.   
  
Henry returned to Galveston in 1866, with his new bride, Annie Vanmeter Cunningham, 
and entered the real estate business with his father. The firm grew becoming the largest 
real estate company in 19th century Texas. Henry took John Adriance as a partner in 
1871 and in 1881 they contracted with Nicholas J. Clayton to build a new office at 212 
22nd Street known as the Trueheart-Adriance Building. Henry retired in 1906; the firm 
continued through 1953 as John Adriance & Sons. Henry died on August 19, 1914 having 
outlived his wife, Annie. The estate was left to their three daughters.   
  
Trueheart built these twin houses after the great fire of 1885 reduced 40 city blocks to 
ashes and left 2500 people homeless. Trueheart’s relative wealth and interest in real estate 
allowed him to purchase lots in the fire district and build tenant houses for Galveston’s 
mobile population. In 1920 John Adriance & Sons advertised each home for sale at $2750 
each. Both were sold to new owners who, by the 1930s, subdivided the buildings into 
apartments and made unsympathetic alterations.  
  


