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History of 511 16t Street

The house currently located at 511 16™ St. was built in 1868 and was originally
located on the property of St. Mary's Cathedral at the intersection of 20t and Church
streets (original address: 2001/2003 Ave. F [Church]). According to insurance maps
dating back to 1877, the structure was identified as a 1 & %% story Tailor’s shop. In the
aftermath of the great storm of 1900, the building had its roof replaced. In January
1911, the structure was sold for $100 and moved for a cost of $250 to the rear of the
property of the Wilbur F. Cherry House (built ~1854) at 1602 Church Street. Mr.
Wilbur Cherry was the founding publisher of The Daily News, the oldest newspaper
in the state of Texas. It is unclear if the house was purchased and moved by
Catherine Cherry (the widow of Wilbur Cherry), or Ernest F. Schmidt, who was the
next owner of the Cherry house and presumably divided the lots. The house was
initially given the address 513 16" St. but was later changed to 511 16t St. The vast
majority of homes in this area were destroyed in the great fire of 1885. Because it
was moved to its present location after the 1885 fire, it is among the oldest homes in
the area, which include the Wilbur F. Cherry House that was inexplicably spared from
the fire. Although the house has changed hands on numerous occasions over nearly
150 years, its stout construction and historic charm have endured time and
destructive storms, including most recently Hurricane lke in 2008.

The following documents are available at the Galveston Texas History Center of the
Rosenberg Library and the University of Texas’ collection of Sanborn Maps.
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Original location at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Church & 20, 1889 Sanborn Map
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Current location at 16 St., 1912 Sanborn Map
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