The Battaglia Building
1401 Winnie St. / 701 14t St,
Galveston, Texas 77550
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History:

According to information obtained from the Rosenberg Library, the building was constructed in
June of 1932 by O.L. Miller Construction for Albert Battaglia as a corner grocery store on the first
floor with a six-room apartment on the second floor. The building was constructed of solid
masonry exterior walls (structural clay block) with brick veneer and structural steel frame.
Interior walls were framed in wood. The original building was constructed for $8000. in October
of 1963 a garage on the south side of the building was constructed with 8” concrete block walls
and framed low slope (flat) roof.

The building has housed several different businesses and residents over the years including the
original grocery store, a plumbing business, an antique shop, a dress shop and most recently an
architect’s office.



Attributes:

The building is situated at the southwest corner of Winnie and 14'" Streets in the heart of
Galveston’s East End Historic District. The location provides high visibility, is well trafficked and
proximate to many other businesses as well as Galveston’s historic downtown. Six on street

parking spaces adjoin the building.

The downstairs space contains an entry foyer, two large open areas, a small kitchenette and half
bathroom. Large storefront windows along Winnie and 14'™" streets provide for retail display
space and natural sunlight.

The apartment is entered from a separate entrance on Winnie Street and contains a first floor
entry foyer, a second floor foyer, living room, dining room, kitchen, three bedrooms, full
bathroom and additional vanity area that can be converted back to a laundry area if desired. The
apartment features twenty-four original windows all with operable lower sashes that provide
generous light and natural ventilation. Accessed from the apartment level is a balcony
overlooking 14 Street and the roof garden which is over the garage and contains potted plants,
a hot tub and has views of downtown and beautiful sunsets. The garage adjoins the downstairs
space and is elevated above the first floor level. It contains a high bay area, a storage mezzanine,
8’ hurricane rated garage door, shop sink and mop sink. The garage also has a separate entrance
off of 14™" Street. A large attic space provides for additional storage.

The building has separate electrical meters for the downstairs space and the apartment. A gas
fired furnace and electric air conditioner supply the apartment and an electric furnace and air
conditioner supply the downstairs space.

Work completed during current ownership:

* Removed the existing deck and roof covering at the garage and installed new tapered
insulation, roof membrane, stainless steel flashings, and concrete paver system.

» |Installed a structural steel frame in the garage space to support the paver system and hot
tub.

* Installed an elastomeric coating over the exterior garage walls.

= Repointed the brick veneer mortar joints, repaired broken or cracked brick and replaced
several deteriorated steel lintels with new galvanized lintels.

= |nstalled period correct operable window shutters custom constructed of western red
cedar.

* |Installed period correct original and reproduction light fixtures from Vintage Hardware
and Lighting.

= Refinished the oak flooring in the apartment.

= Installed accordion hurricane shutters at the apartment balcony.

= Painted inside and outside.
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