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A re  Y o u  P la n n in g  T o  B u y , R en t, o r  R en ov a te
a  H o m e B u ilt B efo re  1 97 8 ?

p o se  se rio u s  h e a lth  h a za rd s  if  n o t ta k e n  c a re  o f p ro p e rly .

L A N D L O R D S  h a v e  to  d isc lo se  k n o w n  in fo r-

T h is  d o cu m en t is  in  th e  p u b lic  d o m ain . I t m ay  b e  rep ro d u ced  b y  an  in d iv id u a l o r 

F ed e ra l la w  re q u ire s  th a t in d iv id u a ls  rec e iv e  ce rta in  in fo rm a tio n
b e fo re  ren tin g , b u y in g , o r  ren o v a tin g  p re -1 9 7 8  h o u s in g :  

M an y  h o u ses  a n d  ap a rtm en ts  b u ilt b e fo re  1 9 7 8  h av e
p a in t th a t co n ta in s  h ig h  lev e ls  o f  lead  (ca lled  le ad -
b a sed  p a in t) . L e ad  fro m  p a in t, c h ip s , an d  d u s t can

o rg an iza tio n  w ith o u t p e rm iss io n . In fo rm atio n  p ro v id ed  in  th is  b o o k le t is  b ased
u p o n  cu rren t s c ien tific  an d  tech n ica l u n d ers tan d in g  o f  th e  issu es  p resen ted  an d
is  re flec tiv e  o f th e  ju risd ic tio n a l b o u n d aries  es tab lish ed  b y  th e  s ta tu tes  g o v ern in g  
th e  co -au th o rin g  ag en c ies . F o llo w in g  th e  ad v ice  g iv en  w ill n o t n ecessa rily  p ro - 
v id e  co m p le te  p ro tec tio n  in  a ll s itu a tio n s  o r ag a in st a ll h ea lth  h azard s  th a t can  
b e  cau sed  b y  lead  ex p o su re . 

m a tio n  o n  le ad -b a sed  p a in t a n d  le ad -b ased
p a in t h az a rd s  b e fo re  lea ses  tak e  e ffec t.
L e ases  m u s t in c lu d e  a  d isc lo su re  fo rm
ab o u t lea d -b a sed  p a in t.

S E L L E R S  h a v e  to  d isc lo se  k n o w n  in fo rm a-
tio n  o n  lea d -b ase d  p a in t an d  lea d -b a sed
p a in t h az a rd s  b e fo re  se llin g  a  h o u se . S a le s
co n tra c ts  m u s t in c lu d e  a  d isc lo su re  fo rm
ab o u t lea d -b a sed  p a in t. B u y ers  h a v e  u p  to
1 0  d a y s  to  ch e ck  fo r le ad .

R E N O V A T O R S  h a v e  to  g iv e  y o u  th is
p a m p h le t b e fo re  s ta r tin g  w o rk .

IF  Y O U  W A N T  M O R E  IN F O R M A T IO N
o n  th ese  req u irem e n ts , c a ll th e
N a tio n a l L e ad  In fo rm a tio n  C en te r  a t
1-80 0-42 4-L E A D  (42 4-532 3).
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IM P O R T A N T !

L ead  F rom  P a in t, D u st, an d

F A C T : L ead  ex p o su re  can  h arm  y o u n g
ch ild ren  an d  b ab ies  ev en  b e fo re  th ey
a re  b o rn .

S o il C an  B e D an gerou s If N ot
M an aged  P rop erly

F A C T : E v en  ch ild ren  w h o  seem  h ea lth y  can
h av e  h ig h  lev e ls  o f lead  in  th e ir  b o d ies .  

F A C T : P eo p le  can  g e t lead  in  th e ir  b o d ies  b y
b rea th in g  o r sw allo w in g  lead  d u st, o r b y
ea tin g  so il o r p a in t ch ip s  co n ta in in g
lead . 

F A C T : P eo p le  h av e  m an y  o p tio n s fo r red u c in g
lead  h azard s . In  m o st ca ses , le ad -b ased
p a in t th a t is  in  g o o d  co n d itio n  is  n o t a
h aza rd .

F A C T : R em o v in g  lead -b ased  p a in t im p ro p erly
can  in c rease  th e  d an g e r to  y o u r fam ily .

If  y o u  th in k  y o u r h o m e  m ig h t h av e  lead
h aza rd s, read  th is  p am p h le t to  learn  so m e

sim p le  s tep s  to  p ro tec t y o u r fam ily .

1
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L ead  G ets in  th e  B od y  in  M an y  W ays

P u t th e ir  h a n d s  o r  o th e r o b jec ts
co v e re d  w ith  le ad  d u s t in  th e ir  m o u th s .

C h ild h oo d  
lead   
p o iso n in g   
rem ain s a   
m a jo r
en v iro n m en - 
ta l h ea lth   
p ro b lem  in   
th e  U .S .

E ven  c h ild re n
w h o  a p p e a r
h ea lth y  c a n
h a v e  d a n g e r-
o u s  lev e ls  o f
lea d  in  th e ir
b o d ies . 

P eop le  ca n  get lea d  in  th eir  b o dy  if th ey :

E a t p a in t ch ip s  o r  so il th a t c o n ta in s
lead .

B re a th e  in  le ad  d u s t (e sp ec ia lly  d u r in g
ren o v a tio n s  th a t d is tu rb  p a in ted
su rface s).

B ab ies  an d  y o u n g  c h ild re n  o ften  p u t th e ir
h a n d s  an d  o th e r  o b je c ts  in  th e ir  m o u th s .
T h ese  o b jec ts  can  h a v e  le ad  d u s t o n  th e m .

L ead  is  even  m ore d an g ero u s to  ch ild ren
tha n  ad u lts b ecau se:

C h ild re n 's  g ro w in g  b o d ies  a b so rb  m o re
lead .

C h ild re n 's  b ra in s  an d  n e rv o u s  sy s tem s
a re  m o re  se n s itiv e  to  th e  d am a g in g
e ffec ts  o f lea d .

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦
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I f  n o t d e te c ted  ea rly , ch ild ren  w ith  h ig h
lev e ls  o f  le ad  in  th e ir  b o d ie s  c an  su ffe r
f ro m :

L ead 's E ffects

D am ag e  to  th e  b ra in  an d
n e rv o u s  sy s tem

B eh a v io r  an d  lea rn in g
p ro b le m s (su ch  a s  h y p e rac tiv ity )

S lo w e d  g ro w th

H ear in g  p ro b lem s

H ead ac h es

L ead  is  a lso  h arm fu l to  a du lts. A d u lts
ca n  su ffer  from :

D ifficu ltie s  d u r in g  p re g n a n c y

O th e r  re p ro d u c tiv e  p ro b lem s (in  b o th
m en  an d  w o m e n )

H ig h  b lo o d  p ressu re

D ig es tiv e  p ro b lem s

N erv e  d iso rd e rs

M em o ry  an d  c o n c en tra tio n  p ro b lem s

M u sc le  an d  jo in t p a in

L e a d  a ffe c ts
th e  b o d y  in
m a n y  w a ys .

B ra in o r N e rve  D am age

H earing
P roblem s

S low ed
G row th

D igestiv
P roblem s

R eproduc tive
P roblem s
(A dults )

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦
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C h eck in g  Y ou r  F am ily  for  L ead

G et you r
ch ild ren  an d
h om e tested
if you  th in k
you r  h om e
h as h igh  lev -
e ls  o f lead .  

T o  red u ce you r  ch ild 's ex po su re to  lead ,  
get you r  ch ild  check ed , ha ve  yo ur  h om e  
tested  (esp ec ia lly  if  yo ur  h om e h as pa in t  
in  po or  co nd ition  a n d  w a s b u ilt b efo re  
19 78 ), an d  fix  an y  h a zard s yo u  m ay  h av e.  
C h ild re n 's  b lo o d  le ad  le v e ls  ten d  to  in c re ase   
rap id ly  fro m  6  to  1 2  m o n th s  o f a g e , an d   
ten d  to  p eak  a t 1 8  to  2 4  m o n th s  o f ag e .  

W h ere L ead -B ased  P a in t Is  F ou n d   

In  gen era l,  
th e  o ld er  you r 
h om e, th e   
m ore  lik e ly  it  
h as  lead - 
b ased  p a in t.

M an y ho m es b u ilt b efo re 197 8  h a ve lead -
b ased  pa in t. T h e  fed e ra l g o v e rn m e n t
b a n n ed  le ad -b a sed  p a in t f ro m  h o u s in g  in
1 9 7 8 . S o m e  s ta te s  s to p p ed  its  u se  e v en
ea rlie r . L e ad  can  b e  fo u n d :

In  h o m es  in  th e  c ity , co u n try , o r su b u rb s .

In  a p a r tm en ts , s in g le -fam ily  h o m es , an d
b o th  p r iv a te  an d  p u b lic  h o u s in g .

In s id e  a n d  o u ts id e  o f th e  h o u se .

In  so il a ro u n d  a  h o m e . (S o il c an  p ick  u p
lead  f ro m  ex te rio r  p a in t o r  o th e r so u rce s
su c h  a s  p a s t u se  o f  le ad ed  g as  in  ca rs .)   

♦

♦

♦

♦

C o n su lt y o u r  d o c to r  fo r  ad v ice  o n  te s tin g
y o u r  ch ild ren . A  s im p le  b lo o d  te s t c an
d e te c t h ig h  lev e ls  o f  le ad . B lo o d  te s ts  a re
u su a lly  reco m m en d ed  fo r :

♦ C h ild re n  a t a g e s  1  a n d  2 . 

♦ C h ild re n  o r o th e r  fam ily  m em b ers  w h o
h a v e  b e en  ex p o se d  to  h ig h  lev e ls  o f  lea d . 

♦ C h ild re n  w h o  sh o u ld  b e  te s ted  u n d e r
y o u r  s ta te  o r lo c a l h e a lth  sc ree n in g  p lan . 

Y o u r  d o c to r  c an  ex p la in  w h a t th e  te s t re su lts
m ea n  a n d  if  m o re  te s tin g  w ill b e  n ee d e d . 
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Id en tify in g  L ead  H a zard s

L ead -b ased  p a in t is  u su a lly  n o t a  h a za rd  if
it is  in  g o o d  c o n d itio n , an d  it is  n o t o n  an
im p ac t o r  fr ic tio n  su rfac e , lik e  a  w in d o w . It
is  d e fin e d  b y  th e  fe d e ra l g o v e rn m en t a s
p a in t w ith  lead  lev e ls  g rea te r  th a n  o r e q u a l
to  1 .0  m illig ram  p e r  sq u a re  c en tim e te r , o r
m o re  th an  0 .5 %  b y  w e ig h t.

L ead  from
p a in t ch ip s,
w h ich  you  can
see , an d  lead
d u st, w h ich  you
can 't a lw ays
see , can  b o th  b e
seriou s
h azard s.

W in d o w s a n d  w in d o w  s ills .

D o o rs  a n d  d o o r fram e s .

S ta irs , ra ilin g s , b an is te rs , a n d  p o rch es .

L ead  d u st  ca n  fo rm  w h e n  lea d -b ase d  p a in t is  d ry  sc ra p e d , d ry   
san d e d , o r h ea te d . D u s t a lso  fo rm s  w h en  p a in te d  su rfac es  b u m p  o r   
ru b  to g e th e r. L ea d  c h ip s  a n d  d u s t c an  g e t o n  su rfac es  a n d  o b je c ts   
th a t p eo p le  to u c h . S e ttled  le ad  d u s t c an  re -e n te r  th e  a ir  w h e n  p eo -  
p le  v ac u u m , sw eep , o r w a lk  th ro u g h  it. T h e  fo llo w in g  tw o  fed e ra l  
s tan d a rd s  h av e  b een  se t fo r  lead  h a za rd s  in  d u s t:

♦

♦

♦

D eterioratin g  lead -ba sed  p a in t (p ee lin g ,  
ch ip p in g , ch a lk in g , crack in g  o r d am ag ed )  
is  a  h az a rd  a n d  n ee d s  im m ed ia te  a tten tio n .  
I t m a y  a lso  b e  a  h az a rd  w h e n  fo u n d  o n  su r- 
face s  th a t c h ild re n  c an  ch e w  o r  th a t g e t a   
lo t o f  w ea r-an d -tea r, su c h  a s :

♦ 4 0  m ic ro g ram s p e r  sq u a re  fo o t (μg /f t
in c lu d in g  c a rp e te d  f lo o rs .

♦ 2 5 0  μg /f t

2 )  an d  h ig h e r  fo r  f lo o rs ,

2 an d  h ig h e r fo r  in te r io r w in d o w  s ills .

L ead  in  so il c an  b e  a  h aza rd  w h en  ch ild ren  p lay  in  b a re  so il o r   
w h en  p e o p le  b r in g  so il in to  th e  h o u se  o n  th e ir  sh o e s . T h e  fo llo w in g   
tw o  fe d e ra l s tan d a rd s  h a v e  b ee n  se t fo r lea d  h az a rd s  in  re s id e n tia l  
so il:

♦ 4 0 0  p a r ts  p e r  m illio n  (p p m ) an d  h ig h e r  in  p la y  a re as  o f b a re  so il.

♦ 1 ,2 0 0  p p m  (av e ra g e ) a n d  h ig h e r  in  b a re  so il in  th e  re m a in d e r o f
th e  y a rd .

T h e  o n ly  w ay  to  f in d  o u t if  p a in t, d u s t an d  so il le ad  h a za rd s  ex is t is   
to  te s t fo r  th em . T h e  n e x t p a g e  d esc rib e s  th e  m o s t co m m o n  m e th -  
o d s  u se d .

5
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C h eck in g  Y ou r  H om e for  L ead

Ju st k n ow in g
th a t a  h om e
h as lead -
b ased  p a in t
m ay  n o t te ll
you  if th ere
is  a  h azard .

Y o u  can  g e t y o u r h o m e  ch ec k ed  fo r  le ad  in
o n e  o f tw o  w ay s , o r b o th :

A  p a in t in sp ectio n  te lls  y o u  th e  lea d
co n ten t o f ev e ry  d if fe re n t ty p e  o f  p a in t-  
ed  su rface  in  y o u r  h o m e . It w o n 't te ll  
y o u  w h e th e r  th e  p a in t is  a  h az a rd  o r  
h o w  y o u  sh o u ld  d ea l w ith  it.  

A  risk  assessm ent te lls  y o u  if  th e re  a re   
an y  so u rce s  o f  se r io u s  le ad  ex p o su re   
(su ch  a s  p ee lin g  p a in t an d  lead  d u s t) . I t  
a lso  te lls  y o u  w h a t ac tio n s  to  ta k e  to   
ad d ress  th e se  h az a rd s .

V isu a l in sp e c tio n  o f p a in t co n d itio n  a n d
lo ca tio n .

L a b  te s ts  o f  p a in t, d u s t,  an d  so il
sam p le s .

♦

♦

♦

♦

H ire  a  tra in ed , ce rtif ied  p ro fess io n a l w h o
w ill u se  a  ran g e  o f  re liab le  m e th o d s  w h e n
ch ec k in g  y o u r h o m e , su ch  a s :

♦ A  p o rtab le  x -ra y  f lu o resc en ce  (X R F )
m ac h in e .

T h e re  a re  s ta n d a rd s  in  p la ce  to  en su re  th e   
w o rk  is  d o n e  sa fe ly , re liab ly , an d  e ffec tiv e - 
ly . C o n ta c t y o u r  lo ca l le ad  p o iso n in g  p re - 
v e n tio n  p ro g ram  fo r  m o re  in fo rm a tio n , o r  
ca ll 1-80 0-42 4-L E A D  fo r  a  lis t o f  co n tac ts   
in  y o u r  a re a .

T h e re  a re  s ta n d a rd s  in  p la ce  to  en su re  th e   
w o rk  is  d o n e  sa fe ly , re liab ly , an d  e ffec tiv e - 
ly . C o n ta c t y o u r  lo ca l le ad  p o iso n in g  p re - 
v e n tio n  p ro g ram  fo r  m o re  in fo rm a tio n , o r  
ca ll 1-80 0-42 4-L E A D  fo r  a  lis t o f  co n tac ts   
in  y o u r  a re a .

H om e test k its  for  lead  a re  av a ila b le, b ut  
m a y  n o t a lw ay s b e a ccurate. C o n su m ers   
sh o u ld  n o t re ly  o n  th e se  te s ts  b e fo re  d o in g   
ren o v a tio n s  o r  to  a ssu re  sa fe ty .

6
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W h at Y ou  C an  D o  N ow  T o  P ro tect
Y ou r  F am ily

If yo u  susp ect th a t y ou r ho u se h as lead
h azard s, you  can  tak e som e im m ed ia te
step s to  red u ce you r  fa m ily 's r isk :

C lean  u p  p a in t ch ip s im m ed ia te ly .♦

If yo u  ren t, n otify  yo ur  lan d lo rd  o f
p ee lin g  o r ch ip p in g  pa in t.

♦

C lean  flo ors, w in d ow  fram es, w ind o w
sills , a nd  o th er su rfaces w eek ly . U se  a
m o p  o r  sp o n g e  w ith  w a rm  w a te r a n d  a
g e n e ra l a ll-p u rp o se  c le an e r  o r  a  c lean e r
m ad e  sp ec if ic a lly  fo r  le ad . R E M E M B E R :
N E V E R  M IX  A M M O N IA  A N D  B L E A C H
P R O D U C T S  T O G E T H E R  S IN C E  T H E Y
C A N  F O R M  A  D A N G E R O U S  G A S .

♦

T ho ro ug h ly  rin se sp on g es a nd  m op
h ea ds a fter c lean in g  d ir ty  or  d usty
area s.

♦

♦ W a sh  ch ild ren 's h an d s o ften , esp ecia l- 
ly  b efore th ey  ea t a n d  befo re  n ap  tim e  
an d  b ed  tim e.

K eep  p la y  a rea s clea n . W ash  b o ttle s ,
p a c ifie rs , to y s , a n d  s tu ffed  an im a ls
reg u la rly .

♦

♦ K eep  ch ild ren  from  ch ew ing  w in d ow
sills  or  o th er  p a in ted  su rfa ces.

C lean  or  rem o ve sho es b efo re
en ter in g  you r  h om e to  a vo id
track in g  in  lea d  from  so il.

♦

♦ M ak e sure ch ild ren  eat
n u tr itio u s, low -fa t m eals h ig h
in  iron  an d  ca lcium , su c h  a s
sp in a ch  an d  d a iry  p ro d u c ts .
C h ild re n  w ith  g o o d  d ie ts  ab so rb
le ss  lea d .  
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R ed u cin g  L ead  H azard s In  T h e  H om e

R em ov in g
lead
im p rop er ly
can  in crease
th e  h azard  to
you r  fam ily
b y  sp read in g
even  m ore
lead  d u st
arou n d  th e
h ou se .

In  a d d itio n  to  d ay -to -d a y  c le an in g  an d  g o o d
n u tr itio n :

Y o u  can  tem p o rarily  red u ce  le ad  h a za rd s   
b y  tak in g  ac tio n s  su c h  a s  rep a ir in g  d am - 
ag ed  p a in te d  su rfac es  a n d  p lan tin g  g rass   
to  c o v e r so il w ith  h ig h  le ad  le v e ls . T h e se   
ac tio n s  (ca lled  " in te r im  co n tro ls" )  a re  n o t  
p e rm a n e n t so lu tio n s  a n d  w ill n ee d  o n g o -   
in g  a tte n tio n .  

A lw ay s  h ire  a  p e rso n  w ith  sp ec ia l tra in in g   
fo r  co rrec tin g  le ad  p ro b le m s--so m e o n e   
w h o  k n o w s h o w  to  d o  th is  w o rk  sa fe ly  an d   
h a s  th e  p ro p e r eq u ip m en t to  c lean  u p   
th o ro u g h ly . C e r tif ied  co n tra c to rs  w ill em p lo y   
q u a lif ied  w o rk e rs  an d  fo llo w  s tr ic t sa fe ty   
ru le s  a s  se t b y  th e ir  s ta te  o r  b y  th e  fe d e ra l  
g o v e rn m en t. 

♦

A lw a y s  u se  a
p ro fe ss io n a l w h o
is  tra in e d  to
rem o ve  le a d
h a za rd s  sa fe ly .

T o  p erm an ently  rem o v e  lea d  h az a rd s ,  
y o u  sh o u ld  h ire  a  ce r tif ie d  lea d  "a b a te -  
m en t"  c o n trac to r. A b a tem en t (o r p e rm a-  
n e n t h a za rd  e lim in a tio n ) m e th o d s   
in c lu d e  rem o v in g , sea lin g , o r e n c lo s in g   
lead -b ase d  p a in t w ith  sp ec ia l m a te ria ls .  
Ju s t p a in tin g  o v e r  th e  h a za rd  w ith  reg u la r  
p a in t is  n o t p e rm a n e n t re m o v a l.  

♦

O n ce  th e  w o rk  is  co m p le te d , d u s t c le an u p
ac tiv itie s  m u s t b e  rep e a ted  u n til te s tin g
in d ica te s  th a t lea d  d u s t le v e ls  a re  b e lo w  th e
fo llo w in g :

♦ 24 0  m ic ro g ram s p e r  sq u a re  fo o t (μg /f t )
fo r  f lo o rs , in c lu d in g  c a rp e ted  f lo o rs ;

♦ 22 5 0  μg /f t fo r  in te rio r  w in d o w s s ills ; an d

♦ 24 0 0  μg /f t fo r  w in d o w  tro u g h s .

C a ll y o u r lo c a l ag en cy  (se e  p ag e  1 1 ) fo r
h e lp  w ith  lo c a tin g  c e r tif ie d  c o n trac to rs  in
y o u r  a rea  an d  to  see  if  f in an c ia l a ss is ta n ce
is  av a ila b le .
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R em od elin g  or  R en ovatin g  a  H om e W ith
L ead -B ased  P a in t

T a k e  p reca u tio n s  b e fo re  y o u r c o n trac to r o r
y o u  b eg in  re m o d e lin g  o r ren o v a tin g  a n y -  
th in g  th a t d is tu rb s  p a in te d  su rfac es  (su c h   
a s  sc rap in g  o ff  p a in t o r te a r in g  o u t w a lls ) :

H av e th e a rea  tested  for  lead -ba sed
p ain t.

♦

D o n ot u se a  b elt san d er , p ro pa n e  
torch , h ea t g u n , d ry  scra p er, or  d ry   
san d p ap er  to  rem o v e  le ad -b a sed   
p a in t.  T h e se  a c tio n s  c re a te  la rg e   
am o u n ts  o f le ad  d u s t a n d  fu m es . L ead   
d u s t can  rem a in  in  y o u r  h o m e  lo n g   
a f te r  th e  w o rk  is  d o n e .  

♦

♦T em p o rarily  m ov e y ou r fa m ily  (e sp e - 
c ia lly  c h ild re n  a n d  p reg n an t w o m e n )   
o u t o f  th e  a p a rtm en t o r h o u se  u n til  
th e  w o rk  is  d o n e  a n d  th e  a re a  is  p ro p -       
e r ly  c le an e d . If  y o u  c an 't m o v e  y o u r   
fam ily , a t lea s t c o m p le te ly  sea l o ff  th e   
w o rk  a re a .  

♦F o llow  oth er  sa fety  m ea sures to   
red uce lea d  h aza rd s. Y o u  can  f in d  o u t  
ab o u t o th e r  sa fe ty  m easu re s  b y  ca llin g   
1 -8 0 0 -4 2 4 -L E A D . A sk  fo r th e  b ro ch u re   
"R e d u c in g  L ea d  H az a rd s  W h e n   
R em o d e lin g  Y o u r H o m e ."  T h is  b ro ch u re   
ex p la in s  w h a t to  d o  b e fo re , d u rin g ,  
an d  a fte r  ren o v a tio n s .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a lre ad y  co m p le ted  re n o v a -  
tio n s  o r rem o d e lin g  th a t co u ld  h av e   
re lease d  lea d -b a sed  p a in t o r d u s t, g e t  
y o u r  y o u n g  c h ild re n  te s ted  an d  fo llo w   
th e  s te p s  o u tlin e d  o n  p ag e  7  o f  th is   
b ro c h u re .

If n o t
con d u cted
p rop er ly ,
certa in  typ es
o f ren ova - 
tion s can
release  lead
from  p a in t
an d  d u st in to
th e  a ir .
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O th er  S ou rces o f L ead

W h ile  p a in t, d u st,
a n d  so il a re  th e
m o st c o m m o n
lea d  h a za rd s ,
o th er  lea d
so u rc es  a lso  ex is t.

D rink in g  w ater . Y o u r h o m e  m ig h t h a v e   
p lu m b in g  w ith  le ad  o r  lead  so ld e r. C a ll  
y o u r  lo ca l h ea lth  d ep a r tm e n t o r  w a te r   
su p p lie r to  fin d  o u t ab o u t te s tin g  y o u r   
w a te r . Y o u  can n o t se e , sm e ll, o r  ta s te   
lead , a n d  b o ilin g  y o u r  w a te r  w ill n o t g e t  
r id  o f  lead . I f  y o u  th in k  y o u r p lu m b in g   
m ig h t h av e  lead  in  it:

T he job . I f  y o u  w o rk  w ith  lea d , y o u
co u ld  b rin g  it h o m e  o n  y o u r  h a n d s  o r
c lo th e s . S h o w e r an d  ch an g e  c lo th es
b e fo re  co m in g  h o m e . L a u n d er  y o u r  w o rk
c lo th e s  sep a ra te ly  f ro m  th e  re s t o f  y o u r
fam ily 's  c lo th e s .  

U se  o n ly  c o ld  w a te r  fo r  d r in k in g  an d   
co o k in g .

♦

♦

R u n  w a te r fo r  1 5  to  3 0  se co n d s
b e fo re  d r in k in g  it, e sp e c ia lly  if  y o u
h a v e  n o t u sed  y o u r  w a te r fo r a  few
h o u rs .

♦ O ld  p a in te d  toys  an d  furn itu re.

♦ F o o d  a n d  liq u id s  s to re d  in  lead  cry sta l
o r  lead -g lazed  p ottery  or  p orcela in .

♦ L ead  sm elters  o r  o th e r  in d u s tr ie s  th a t
re lease  lead  in to  th e  a ir .

♦ H ob b ies  th a t u se  lea d , su ch  a s  m a k in g
p o tte ry  o r  s ta in ed  g la ss , o r  re fin ish in g
fu rn itu re .

♦ F o lk  rem ed ies  th a t c o n ta in  le ad , su c h  a s
"g re ta"  a n d  "a za rc o n "  u sed  to  tre a t an
u p se t s to m ac h .
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F or M ore  In form ation

T he N atio na l L ead  In fo rm atio n  C enter
C all 1-80 0-42 4-L E A D  (424 -5 32 3)  to  lea rn
h o w  to  p ro tec t c h ild re n  f ro m  lea d  p o iso n in g
an d  fo r  o th e r  in fo rm a tio n  o n  lead  h a za rd s .
T o  ac cess  le ad  in fo rm a tio n  v ia  th e  w eb , v is it
w w w .ep a .go v /lead  a n d
w w w .h u d .gov /o ffices/lead /. 

H ea lth  an d  E n viron m en ta l A g en cies

F o r  th e  h ea rin g  im p a ired , ca ll th e  F e d e ra l
In fo rm a tio n  R e lay  S e rv ice  a t 1-80 0-87 7- 
83 39  an d  a sk  fo r  th e  N a tio n a l L e ad   
In fo rm a tio n  C en te r a t 1-80 0-42 4-L E A D .

E P A 's S afe D rin k in g  W ater  H otlin e
C all 1-80 0-42 6-479 1  fo r  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t
lead  in  d rin k in g  w a te r .

C on su m er P rod u ct S afety
C om m ission  (C P S C ) H otlin e

T o  re q u es t in fo rm a tio n  o n  lead  in
co n su m er  p ro d u c ts , o r to  re p o rt an
u n sa fe  c o n su m er  p ro d u c t o r  a  p ro d -
u c t- re la ted  in ju ry  ca ll 1-80 0-63 8-
27 72 , o r v is it C P S C 's  w eb s ite  a t:
w w w .cp sc .go v .

S o m e  c itie s , s ta te s , a n d  tr ib es  h av e
th e ir  o w n  ru le s  fo r lea d -b a sed  p a in t
ac tiv itie s . C h ec k  w ith  y o u r  lo ca l a g e n cy  to
see  w h ich  la w s  a p p ly  to  y o u . M o st ag e n c ie s
ca n  a lso  p ro v id e  in fo rm a tio n  o n  fin d in g  a
lead  ab a tem e n t firm  in  y o u r  a rea , a n d  o n
p o ss ib le  so u rc es  o f f in a n c ia l a id  fo r re d u c in g
lead  h a za rd s . R ece iv e  u p - to -d a te  a d d re ss
an d  p h o n e  in fo rm a tio n  fo r y o u r lo ca l c o n -
tac ts  o n  th e  In te rn e t a t w w w .ep a .go v /lead
o r  c o n tac t th e  N a tio n a l L ead  In fo rm a tio n
C en te r  a t 1-80 0-42 4-L E A D .
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E P A  R eg ion a l O ffices

Y o u r R eg io n a l E P A  O ff ic e  c an  p ro v id e  fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  reg a rd -
in g  re g u la tio n s  an d  lead  p ro tec tio n  p ro g ra m s.

E P A  R eg io n a l O ffic es

R eg io n  1  (C o n n ec ticu t, M assach u se tts ,
M ain e , N ew  H am p sh ire , R h o d e  Is lan d ,
V erm o n t)

R eg io n a l L ead  C o n tac t

R eg io n  2  (N ew  Je rsey , N ew  Y o rk ,
P u erto  R ico , V irg in  Is lan d s)

R eg io n  3  (D e law are , M ary lan d ,
P en n sy lv an ia , V irg in ia , W ash in g to n  D C ,
W est V irg in ia )

R eg io n  4  (A lab am a, F lo rid a , G eo rg ia ,
K en tu ck y , M iss iss ip p i, N o rth  C aro lin a ,
S o u th  C aro lin a , T en n essee )

R eg io n  5  (Illin o is , In d ian a , M ich ig an ,
M in n eso ta , O h io , W isco n s in )

R eg io n  6  (A rk an sas , L o u is ian a , N ew
M ex ico , O k lah o m a, T ex as)

R eg io n  7  (Io w a , K an sas , M isso u ri,
N eb rask a)

R eg io n  8  (C o lo rad o , M o n tan a , N o rth
D ak o ta , S o u th  D ak o ta , U tah , W y o m in g )

R eg io n  9  (A rizo n a , C a lifo rn ia , H aw aii,
N ev ad a)

R eg io n  1 0  (A lask a , Id ah o , O reg o n ,
W ash in g to n ,)

U .S . E P A  R eg io n  1  
S u ite  1 1 0 0  (C P T ) 
O n e  C o n g ress  S tree t 
B o sto n , M A  0 2 1 1 4 -2 0 2 3  
1  (8 8 8 ) 3 7 2 -7 3 4 1  

R eg io n a l L ead  C o n tac t
U .S . E P A  R eg io n  2   
2 8 9 0  W o o d b rid g e  A v en u e  
B u ild in g  2 0 9 , M ail S to p  2 2 5   
E d iso n , N J 0 8 8 3 7 -3 6 7 9   
(7 3 2 ) 3 2 1 -6 6 7 1  

R eg io n a l L ead  C o n tac t
U .S . E P A  R eg io n  3  (3 W C 3 3 )  
1 6 5 0  A rch  S tree t 
P h ilad e lp h ia , P A  1 9 1 0 3  
(2 1 5 ) 8 1 4 -5 0 0 0  

R eg io n a l L ead  C o n tac t
U .S . E P A  R eg io n  4   
6 1  F o rsy th  S tree t, S W  
A tlan ta , G A  3 0 3 0 3  
(4 0 4 ) 5 6 2 -8 9 9 8  

R eg io n a l L ead  C o n tac t
U .S . E P A  R eg io n  5  (D T -8 J)  
7 7  W est Jack so n  B o u lev ard  
C h icag o , IL  6 0 6 0 4 -3 6 6 6  
(3 1 2 ) 8 8 6 -6 0 0 3  

R eg io n a l L ead  C o n tac t
U .S . E P A  R eg io n  6   
1 4 4 5  R o ss  A v en u e , 1 2 th  F lo o r 
D a llas , T X  7 5 2 0 2 -2 7 3 3  
(2 1 4 ) 6 6 5 -7 5 7 7  

R eg io n a l L ead  C o n tac t
U .S . E P A  R eg io n  7  
(A R T D -R A L I)  
9 0 1  N . 5 th  S tree t 
K an sas  C ity , K S  6 6 1 0 1  
(9 1 3 ) 5 5 1 -7 0 2 0  

R eg io n a l L ead  C o n tac t
U .S . E P A  R eg io n  8   
9 9 9  1 8 th  S tree t, S u ite  5 0 0  
D en v er, C O  8 0 2 0 2 -2 4 6 6  
(3 0 3 ) 3 1 2 -6 0 2 1  

R eg io n a l L ead  C o n tac t
U .S . E P A  R eg io n  9   
7 5  H aw th o rn e  S tree t 
S an  F ran c isco , C A  9 4 1 0 5   
(4 1 5 ) 9 4 7 -4 1 6 4

R eg io n a l L ead  C o n tac t
U .S . E P A  R eg io n  1 0   
T o x ics  S ec tio n  W C M -1 2 8   
1 2 0 0  S ix th  A v en u e  
S ea ttle , W A  9 8 1 0 1 -1 1 2 8  
(2 0 6 ) 5 5 3 -1 9 8 5  
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C P S C  R eg ion a l O ffices

E a stern  R eg ion a l C en ter  
C o n su m er P ro d u c t S afe ty  C o m m issio n  
2 0 1  V arick  S tree t, R o o m  9 0 3  
N ew  Y o rk , N Y   1 0 0 1 4  
(2 1 2 ) 6 2 0 -4 1 2 0

W estern  R eg io n a l C en ter   
C o n su m er P ro d u c t S afe ty  C o m m issio n  
1 3 0 1  C lay  S tree t, S u ite  6 1 0 -N  
O ak lan d , C A   9 4 6 1 2  
(5 1 0 ) 6 3 7 -4 0 5 0

C en tra l R eg io n a l C en ter  
C o n su m er P ro d u c t S afe ty  C o m m issio n  
2 3 0  S o u th  D earb o rn  S tree t, R o o m  2 9 4 4  
C h icag o , IL   6 0 6 0 4  
(3 1 2 ) 3 5 3 -8 2 6 0

Y o u r  R eg io n a l C P S C  O ff ice  can  p ro v id e  fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  reg a rd -      
in g  re g u la tio n s  an d  co n su m er  p ro d u c t sa fe ty . 

H U D  L ead  O ffice  

P le ase  co n tac t H U D 's  O ff ice  o f  H e a lth y  H o m e s  an d  L ead  H aza rd
C o n tro l fo r in fo rm a tio n  o n  le ad  re g u la tio n s , o u trea ch  e ffo rts , a n d
lead  h a za rd  co n tro l a n d  re sea rc h  g ra n t p ro g ra m s. 

U .S . D ep a rtm en t o f H o u sin g  a n d  U rb a n  D ev elo p m en t 
O ffice  o f H ea lth y  H o m es an d  L ead  H azard  C o n tro l 
4 5 1  S ev en th  S tree t, S W , P -3 2 0 6  
W ash in g to n , D C   2 0 4 1 0  
(2 0 2 ) 7 5 5 -1 7 8 5
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S im p le  S tep s T o  P ro tect Y o u r F a m ily
F rom  L ea d  H a za rd s 

If you  th in k  you r h om e h as h igh   
leve ls  o f lead : 

G et y o u r  y o u n g  ch ild ren  te s ted  fo r lea d , ev e n  if
th ey  see m  h e a lth y .

W ash  ch ild ren 's  h a n d s , b o ttle s , p ac if ie rs , an d  to y s
o f ten .

M ak e  su re  ch ild ren  ea t h ea lth y , lo w -fa t fo o d s .

G e t y o u r  h o m e  c h ec k e d  fo r  lead  h a za rd s .

R eg u la rly  c lean  f lo o rs , w in d o w  s ills , a n d  o th e r
su rface s .

W ip e  so il o ff  sh o es  b e fo re  e n te r in g  h o u se .

T a lk  to  y o u r  lan d lo rd  ab o u t f ix in g  su rfa ces  w ith
p e e lin g  o r ch ip p in g  p a in t.

T a k e  p reca u tio n s  to  av o id  ex p o su re  to  lea d  d u s t
w h en  rem o d e lin g  o r re n o v a tin g  (ca ll 1 -8 0 0 -4 2 4 -
L E A D  fo r g u id e lin e s).

D o n 't u se  a  b e lt-sa n d e r , p ro p an e  to rch , h e a t g u n ,
d ry  sc rap e r, o r  d ry  san d p a p e r  o n  p a in ted  su rfa ces
th a t m a y  c o n ta in  le ad .  

D o n 't try  to  rem o v e  le ad -b a sed  p a in t y o u rse lf .

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦
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